CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS COMMEMORATE ISRAEL’S 60TH ANNIVERSARY

House Republican Leader John Boehner (R-OH)

Mr. Speaker, it's my honor to join Speaker Pelosi in celebrating the 60th anniversary of
the State of Israel. This is just the first opportunity for us to honor the foundation of the
Jewish State leading up to its anniversary on May 14.
After 60 years, Israel may not be our oldest ally, but there is no doubt that it's among our
most treasured. Since its establishment 6 decades ago, Israel has been a pillar of strength,
integrity, freedom and, above all else, friendship.
They're not simply allies by chance. Our friendship has flourished over the last 60 years
because we share the same values. First and foremost, we recognize that we would not
exist if not for the grace and power of God.
Faith forms our Nation's very foundation and is reflected in everything we do. We value
liberty, and recognize how precious it is in a world where it's not only rare, but often
under attack. And we recognize the responsibility we have to defend our freedom. That's
why we have stood beside our Israeli allies for the past six decades and why we are
taking the fight to those committed to destroying the Jewish state and, for that matter,
destroying us.
Mr. Speaker, the bonds of trust between Israel and America have never been stronger or
more important than they are right now. Our Nation will stand firmly beside our Israeli
friends over the next 60 years just as we've done over the last 60. And with a shared faith
in God, a respect for liberty, and a commitment to its defense, our friendship will only
grow deeper.
May God bless the Jewish State of Israel on this anniversary and all of those that will
follow.

