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Iran: The Core of Instability in the Middle East
Some have suggested that resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the key to stabilizing Iraq
and other regional conflicts. While achieving peace between Israel and the Palestinians is an
important goal, the key destabilizing factor undermining every effort to bring peace to the
region is Iran’s destructive policies. Iran is stirring sectarian violence in Iraq, pushing for
political upheaval in Lebanon and fomenting Palestinian terrorism at the same time Tehran is
seeking nuclear weapons.

Middle East Policy Objectives
Stop Nuclear Proliferation

Disarm Hizballah and Stabilize
Lebanon

Iran’s Undermining Actions
•

Despite U.N. resolutions calling for an end
to its uranium enrichment activities, Iran
has repeatedly declared that it is
aggressively pursuing nuclear capabilities
that can be used to produce nuclear
weapons.

•

Iran’s pursuit of nuclear weapons has
already spurred Algeria, Egypt, Morocco,
Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and the United Arab
Emirates to make statements signaling that
they are exploring nuclear programs of
their own.

•

The Lebanese government has told the
U.N. that Iran and Syria are violating a
U.N. Security Council-approved arms
embargo against Hizballah by funneling
rockets and other weapons to the terrorist
group via the Lebanese-Syrian border.

•

Iran provides Hizballah with arms and
financial means—up to $100 million a
year according to U.S. estimates—to
destabilize Lebanon and threaten Israel.

•

Iranian-supplied rockets and other
munitions allowed Hizballah to launch an
unprovoked war against Israel this
summer.

Support Israeli-Palestinian Peace
Process

End Violence in Iraq

End Global Terrorism

Support Moderate Arab States

•

Iran has repeatedly violated the U.N.
Charter by calling for the destruction of
Israel, a fellow member of the world body.

•

As the United States and the EU are
seeking to pressure Hamas for its refusal to
recognize Israel and end terrorism, Iran has
funneled $120 million since January to
fund Hamas ministers and security forces.

•

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas has repeatedly complained to
foreign nations about Iran’s intervention in
internal Palestinian affairs and has sent top
aides to press Hizballah to stop providing
funds to Palestinian terrorist groups.

•

Hizballah-trained militias in Iraq are using
Iranian-supplied weapons such as
advanced improvised explosive devices
and anti-tank weapons to attack and kill
American soldiers in Iraq.

•

U.S. intelligence reportedly believes that
Iranian operatives provided al-Qaeda in the
1990s with key weapons training and
tactical advice. Iran, which aided the
transit of al Qaeda operatives, including
the travels of several 9/11
hijackers, reportedly is sheltering al Qaeda
terrorists today.

•

In October 2006, Argentinian prosecutors
issued indictments of senior Iranian leaders
– including former President Hashemi
Rafsanjani – for masterminding the 1994
bombing of the Jewish community center
in Buenos Aires.

•

In October 2005, Iranian President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad called for the
destruction of countries that recognize
Israel, including Jordan and Egypt, saying,
“Anybody who recognizes Israel will burn
in the fire of the Islamic nation’s fury.”

