
 
 
 
 

 
Congress Slams “Irredeemably Biased,” Anti-Israel U.N. Report 

Calls on Obama Admin to Veto, Oppose 
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AIPAC strongly applauds today’s overwhelming bipartisan passage of H. Res. 867 calling on the United 
States to “oppose unequivocally any endorsement or further consideration” by the United Nations or other 
international fora of the “irredeemably biased” U.N. Human Rights Council-mandated report on Israel’s 
defensive operations against the HAMAS terrorist organization based in Gaza. 
 
Sponsored by House Foreign Affairs Committee Ranking Member Ileana Ros-Lehtinen and Chairman 
Howard Berman, the measure passed with vast bipartisan support 344-36, with 22 voting present.  The 
resolution describes the many flaws in both the U.N.H.R.C. mandate and the ensuing report, and urges the 
Obama administration to veto any U.N. Security Council resolution that endorses its contents or seeks to 
act on its recommendations.  
 
As the Obama administration has said, the Goldstone Report is based on an anti-Israel UN Human Rights 
Council mandate, makes unacceptable recommendations and undermines the peace process.  Echoing the 
Obama administration’s condemnation and calling for concrete action, Congress is sending a strong 
message that the United States will not agree to turn the victim into the perpetrator. 
 
Speaking in support of the resolution, House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer said, “The report not only paints 
a distorted picture of Israel’s legitimate efforts of self-defense, in my opinion, but it epitomizes the practice 
of singling Israel out from all other nations for condemnation…The Human Rights Council mandate for the 
report specifically targeted Israeli actions, ignoring—ignoring—the deliberate HAMAS attacks on civilians 
that provoked Israel’s self-defense in Cast Lead.”  
 
The Goldstone Report falsely equates Israel’s defensive actions with the very Hamas terrorism that forced 
Israel to take such steps in the first place.  Israel acted in self-defense in the face of 8 years and thousands 
of Hamas rocket attacks whose primary and deliberate purpose was to kill civilians – some one million of 
whom were under attack – fired by an enemy deliberately fighting and hiding behind civilians.  
 
British Colonel Richard Kemp, an expert in counterinsurgency warfare who commanded British troops in 
Afghanistan testified before the U.N., saying during the Israel-Hamas conflict that “the IDF did more to 
safeguard the rights of civilians in a combat zone than any other army in the history of warfare.”   
 
Israel is a free and open society, based on the rule of law. As such, the Israeli government has launched a 
number of investigations into alleged abuses, most of which cleared the army of culpability. Those that 
were not exculpatory have led and have the capacity to lead to further investigations and even prosecutions.  
 
Israel has also cooperated with numerous outside investigations into the Gaza conflict, including those by 
the U.N. Board of Inquiry, the U.N. Environment Program (UNEP), the International Committee of the Red 
Cross and the Special Representative of the U.N. Secretary General on Children in Armed Conflicts.  
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working with Congress to build a strong, vibrant relationship between the U.S. and Israel. With more than 100,000 members across 
the United States, AIPAC works throughout the country to improve and strengthen that relationship by supporting U.S.-Israel 
economic, scientific, military and cultural cooperation. 
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