
Israel  Update

Our Synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on 
issues affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by contacting AIPAC 
at synagogue@aipac.org or by visiting www.aipac.org..

Guatemala President Tells AIPAC He’ll Move 
Embassy to Jerusalem in May
According to  a  repor t  by  The T imes  of  I s rae l , Guatemala’s  

pres ident  to ld  the  AIPAC Pol ic y  Conference on Sunday n ight  

that  he  wi l l  move h is  countr y ’s  embassy  to  Jerusa lem in  M ay, 

and that  the  re locat ion wi l l  tak e  p lace  t wo days  af ter  the  

United States  moves  i ts  embassy  to  the  holy  c i t y, to  coinc ide  

with  the  70th  anniversar y  of  I s rae l ’s  founding. “ In  M ay of  th is  

year, we wi l l  ce lebrate  I s rae l ’s  70th  anniversar y, ” sa id  Pres i -

dent  J immy M orales, “and under  my instruc t ions  t wo days  

af ter  the  U.S . wi l l  move i ts  embassy, Guatemala  wi l l  retur n  

and per manent ly  move i ts  embassy  to  Jerusa lem. ” M orales  

added, “ This  dec is ion st rongly  ev idences  Guatemala’s  cont in-

ued suppor t  of  I s rae l , and we are  sure  that  many other  coun-

tr ies  wi l l  fo l low in  our  s teps. ” In  1959, Guatemala  was  the  f i rs t  

countr y  to  open i ts  embassy  in  Jerusa lem, but  later  moved i t  

to  Te l  Aviv  fo l lowing inter nat ional  re jec t ion of  I s rae l i  c la ims 

to  East  Jerusa lem. U .S . Pres ident  D onald  Trump buck ed 

decades  of  U .S . fore ign pol ic y  by  for mal ly  recogniz ing Jerusa-

lem as  I s rae l ’s  capita l  last  D ecember  and sett ing in  mot ion 

plans  to  move the  U.S . embassy  there  f rom Tel  Aviv. 
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