
Israel  Update

Our Synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on 
issues affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by contacting AIPAC 
at synagogue@aipac.org or by visiting www.aipac.org..

In bid to boost Africa ties, Israel to open em-
bassy in Rwanda

I s rae l  i s  opening a  new embassy  in  K igal i , Rwanda, and is  weigh-

ing di rec t  commercia l  f l ights  to  the  East  Afr ican countr y, Pr ime 

M inister  B enjamin Netanyahu announced Tuesday. “ This  i s  par t  

of  the  expansion of  I s rae l ’s  presence in  Afr ica  and of  the  deep-

ening cooperat ion bet ween Is rae l  and Afr ican countr ies, ” Netan-

yahu sa id  af ter  a  meet ing with  Rwandan Pres ident  Paul  K agame 

in  Nai robi . Netanyahu ar r ived in  Kenya for  a  whir lwind v is i t  to  

ce lebrate  the  inaugurat ion of  Pres ident  Uhuru Kenyatta  and for  

a  marathon sess ion of  b i latera l  meet ings  with  Afr ican leaders . In  

the  last  t wo years, four  Afr ican countr ies  have opened diplo-

mat ic  miss ions  in  I s rae l , and he  was  inv i t ing others  to  fo l low 

sui t , Netanyahu added. In  Ju ly  2016, Netanyahu became the  f i rs t  

s i t t ing Is rae l i  pr ime minister  to  v is i t  Rwanda. “ I  am deeply  

impressed with  Rwanda, ” Netanyahu sa id  at  a  jo int  press  confer-

ence. A  year  later, Netanyahu hosted K agame in  Jerusa lem. “ To 

be  here  i t ’s  l ik e  coming home, ” the  Rwandan pres ident  sa id. In  

recent  years, Rwanda has  been a  s taunch a l ly  of  I s rae l , notably  

absta in ing in  2014 vote  on a  resolut ion advancing the  Palest in-

ian  statehood bid  at  the  United Nat ions  S ecur i t y  Counci l .
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