
Israel Update

Our Synagogue partners with AIPAC, America’s pro-Israel lobby, in educating our community on 
issues affecting the U.S.-Israel relationship. We encourage you to learn more by contacting AIPAC 
at synagogue@aipac.org or by visiting www.aipac.org..

In a First, New Egyptian Schoolbook 
Teaches Peace Deal with Israel
T h e  p e a c e  t r e a t y  s i g n e d  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l  a n d  E g y p t  i n  

1 9 7 9  w i l l  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  b e  t a u g h t  i n  E g y p t i a n  

s c h o o l s , A r m y  R a d i o  r e p o r t e d  Tu e s d a y. T h e  p e a c e  d e a l  i s  

d e s c r i b e d  i n  a  m a t t e r - o f - f a c t  w a y, w i t h o u t  b i a s  o r  a n y  

a t t e m p t  t o  p r e s e n t  I s r a e l  i n  a  n e g a t i v e  l i g h t , t h e  r e p o r t  

s a i d . T h e  a u t h o r s  o f  t h e  E g y p t i a n  s c h o o l b o o k , i n t e n d e d  

f o r  t h e  n i n t h  g r a d e, d e t a i l  e i g h t  c l a u s e s  f r o m  t h e  a g r e e -

m e n t , w h i c h  a r e  r e p r o d u c e d  i n  t h e  b o o k  v e r b a t i m . 

T h e s e  i n c l u d e  p h r a s e s  o n  I s r a e l  a n d  E g y p t “e n d i n g  t h e  

s t a t e  o f  w a r ” a n d  o n  “e a c h  s i d e  r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  s o v e r -

e i g n t y  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e . ” A c c o r d i n g  

t o  T h e  T i m e s  o f  I s r a e l , t h e  a u t h o r s  n o t e  t h a t  S a d a t  a n d  

t h e n - I s r a e l i  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r  M e n a c h e m  B e g i n  w o n  t h e  

N o b e l  Pe a c e  Pr i z e  f o r  s i g n i n g  t h e  t r e a t y. “ T h e  r e a s o n  

t h e y  w o n  w a s  t h e  g r e a t  e f f o r t  t h e y  i nv e s t e d  i n  r e a c h i n g  

p e a c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t , ” t h e  b o o k  s a y s .
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