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A Nuclear Iran Threatens America
A nuclear-capable Iran is a grave threat to U.S. national security. It is essential that the United States lead
the effort to prevent the world’s most dangerous country from having the most lethal weapon known to
man. Below are examples of how a nuclear-capable Iran would impact the United States.
U.S. Soldiers Would be Threatened: The U.S. has troops and bases all
over the Middle East and in countries that neighbor Iran.
What This Means: Were Iran to have a nuclear weapons capability, it would
change the balance of power in the Middle East and U.S. forces would have to
account for an emboldened regional power. Iran would be able to dramatically
increase its support to terrorists and insurgents that are already targeting
U.S. troops.
The Cost of Oil Would Skyrocket: Iran would be able to coerce oilexporting nations afraid of not accommodating a nuclear Tehran.
What This Means: Saudi Arabia and other Arab OPEC nations, fearing Iran, would agree to Tehran’s demands to reduce their production of oil, which
would raise its cost, forcing Americans to pay more at the pump. From food to cars, this would have a significant impact on the entire economy. While gas
prices have increased sharply recently, they could skyrocket if Iran were able to dominate Arab countries.
Arming Terrorists With Nuclear Weapons: Iran—the world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism—would be able to provide Islamist terrorists,
such as Hamas and Hizballah, with deadly nuclear materials.
What This Means: Possible nuclear blackmail. For example, what would we do if Hizballah announced three years from now that it had smuggled a
nuclear device or a dirty bomb into Manhattan or Washington? Give in to their demands? Call their bluff? The regime could also provide nuclear materials
and knowledge to its allies in Venezuela, Nicaragua and Bolivia, bringing the threat of nuclear terror close to America’s shores.
There Would be a Nuclear Arms Race in the Middle East: If Iran were to acquire a nuclear weapons capability, Arab countries like Saudi
Arabia and Egypt have already hinted they would develop such a capability as well.
What This Means: An increasingly unstable Middle East, with a rising Islamist influence, would be home to a nuclear arms race. More states would
acquire nuclear weapons, and the threat of nuclear arms falling into terrorist hands would dramatically escalate. Nuclear weapons would likely spread
elsewhere around the globe, increasing the danger from such weapons for generations to come. The more countries that possess nuclear weapons, the
greater likelihood that they will actually be used.
American Influence Would be Weakened: A nuclear-capable Iran could more successfully pressure Middle Eastern countries to adhere to
Tehran’s wishes and ignore ours.
What This Means: Our ability to work with many Arab countries would be diminished if they felt threatened by a nuclear-capable Iran. America would
be seen in the region as weaker and as having failed in its objective to prevent Iran from obtaining such a capability. Our influence would diminish as
Iran’s would soar.
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