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arab Leaders oppose a nucLear iran
A nuclear Iran poses a serious threat to Arab countries throughout the Middle East. If Iran were to acquire a 

nuclear weapons capability, it could set off a nuclear arms race among its neighbors, further destabilize the 

region and change the balance of power in the Middle East in its favor. 

“The rules have changed on the nuclear subject.  . . . Everybody’s going for nuclear 

programs. . . . What we don’t want is an arms race to come out of  

[Iran’s nuclear-weapons pursuit].”
– Jordan King Abdullah

“Iran … [should] accept the position that we have taken to make the Gulf, as part of the 

Middle East, nuclear free and free of weapons of mass destruction. We hope that they will 

join us in this policy and assure that no new threat of [an] arms race happens in 

this region.”
– Saudi Foreign Minister Saud Al-Faisal

“We are really worried; this worry is well-grounded, particularly in regard with the [region’s] 

safety and security.”
– Secretary-General of the Gulf Cooperation Council Abdul Rahman ibn Hamad al-Attiyah

“It is in our interest that Iran does not develop a nuclear weapon, for their doing so 

would compel Saudi Arabia, whose foreign relations are now so fully measured  

and well assessed, to pursue policies that could lead to untold and possibly  

dramatic consequences.”
– Former Saudi Ambassador to the United States Turki al-Faisal
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arab Leaders are against a nucLear iran

“I believe [President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad] is going to take us to war. It’s a matter of 

time. Personally, I cannot risk it with a guy like Ahmadinejad. He is young and aggressive.”
– Abu Dhabi Crown Prince Sheikh Mohammad bin Zayed al-Nahyan

“Iran has oil and gas reserves that will last it for dozens, if not hundreds, of years. I 

don’t think it’s true that this project is for energy purposes … They want to intimidate  

their neighbors. ”
– Kuwaiti Member of Parliament Dr. Walid Al-Tabtabai

“The Iranian nuclear program is worrisome not only for us, but for the entire world.”
– United Arab Emirates Foreign Minister Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed al-Nahyan

“Iran entertains historical dreams of having the upper hand and the final word in this 

region. … Iran will undoubtedly lead the countries of the region to obtain the same kind of 

weapon with which to threaten Iran.”
– Former Saudi Member of Parliament Mohammad Aal Zulfa

“What we are facing is madness. I call this madness. The Iranian nuclear activities  

must cease. ”
– Former Kuwaiti Minister Dr. Ahmad Al-Rubei


