Congress of the Ynited States
Washington, DE 20515

December 3, 2009

The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State

2201 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20520

Dear Madam Secretary:

As negotiations with Iran over its nuclear program begin to stall, the Iranian regime may
seek to divert international attention by ordering its Hezbollah terrorist proxy in Southern
Lebanon to trigger a regional conflict.

Given the increasing number of cross-border attacks from Lebanon into Israel and the
recent Israeli seizure of [ranian weapons headed for Lebanon, we are seriously concerned
by the potential for an Iranian-backed escalation on the Lebanese-Israeli border.

As vou know, Secretary of State Madeleine Albright designated Hezbollah an official
Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO) under U.S. law (8 U.S.C. 1101) in October

1997. According to the U.S. District Court for the District of Columbia, Hezbollah
murdered 241 U.S. servicemen in 1983 at the Marine Barracks in Beirut. Hezbollah also
claimed responsibility for the murder of 17 Americans at the U.S. Embassy, Beirut under
the pseudonym, "Islamic Jihad." Most recently, you recertified Hezbollah's FTO status on
July 9, 2009.

In August 2006, as Israeli forces worked to clear Southern Lebanon of Iranian weapons
used by Hezbollah terrorists to attack Israeli cities, the U.N. Security Council
unanimously approved Resolution 1701, which called for the disarmament of Hezbollah
and the deployment of Lebanese soldiers and an enlarged United Nations Interim Force
in Lebanon (UNIFIL) force in southern Lebanon.

The situation is getting worse. According to news reports and statements by the United
Nations, Hezbollah has fully re-armed since August 2006. In early November, a new
Lebanese government was formed which gives Hezbollah virtual veto power over major
government decisions. This year, we witnessed significant violations of U.N. Security
Council Resolutions, including:

On November 3rd, the Israeli Navy seized a vessel on its way to deliver the following

Iranian weapons to Hezbollah in Southern Lebanon: 2,000 107mm rockets, 700 122mm
rockets, 700 fuses for 122 mm rockets, 5,700 60mm mortar shells, 2,300 8 lmm mortar
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shells, 780 120mm mortar shells, 3,000 106mm recoilless artillery shells, 20,000 hand
grenades, and 570,000 rounds of light arms ammunition.

On October 27th, a 107 mm rocket was fired from Lebanon at the northern Israeli city of
Kiryat-Shmona.

On October 12th, an explosion occurred at a Hezbollah arms storage facility in the village
of Tayr-Filsi, south of the Litani River.

On September 11th, terrorists launched three Katyusha rockets from Lebanese territory,
which landed near the city of Nahariya in northern Israel.

On July 17th, 15 Lebanese civilians crossed the Blue Line near a UNIFIL position near
Shuba village, advanced 175 meters into [sraeli territory and planted Hezbollah and
Lebanese flags.

On July 14th, a Hezbollah arms depot housing rockets, mortars, artillery shells, grenades
and additional ammunition exploded in the village of Khirbat-Salim.

On January 8th, three Katyusha rockets were fired from Lebanese territory into Israel
striking a nursing home and injuring two elderly women in Naharyia, Israel.

For Fiscal Year 2010, the Administration requested $210 million for UNIFIL and $100
million in military assistance for the Government of Lebanon. For that much money,
American taxpayers deserve to see results. Given the potential for an Iran-backed
escalation on the Lebanese-Israeli border, the United States must use existing resources
to counter this threat. In light of the clear violations of UN Security Council resolutions,
we ask what actions the Administration is taking to ensure the U.N, addresses these
violations. We must seek to support stronger multilateral efforts to disarm Hezbollah and
clear Southermn Lebanon of Iranian weapons.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this growing threat.

Sincerely,
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MARK STEVEN KIRK STEVE ISRAEL
Member of Congress Member of Congress







