
AIPAC POLICY CONFERENCE 2008 
--FULL PRESS SCHEDULE-- 

 
 

MONDAY JUNE 2ND, 2008 
 
OPENING PLENARY 
9:30am - 11:15am 
Halls D/E 
 
Special Address: 
 

The Honorable John McCain (R-AZ) 
Republican Presidential Candidate  

 
Panelists:  
 

The Honorable Howard Berman (D-CA) 
Chairman, House Committee on Foreign Affairs, United States House of Representatives  
Ms. Elizabeth Cheney 
Former Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Near East Affairs, United States 
Department of State  
Ambassador Dennis Ross 
Counselor and Ziegler Distinguished Fellow, The Washington Institute for Near East 
Policy  
The Honorable Ephraim Sneh 
Former Deputy Defense Minister, Member of Knesset, Labor, Israel  

 
Moderator: 
  

Mr. Dan Senor 
Adjunct Senior Fellow for Middle East Studies, Council on Foreign Relations 

 
 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS TRACK I – Monday, June 2nd

11:45am - 1:00pm   
(The following occur simultaneously in various rooms. Please choose one.  Also, 
PLEASE NOTE, many of these session and topics repeat during Track II) 
 

• “Breaking the Habit: Can U.S.-Israel Cooperation Reduce Our Oil Dependence?”  
A panel of leading experts discusses the security risks posed by America's dependence 
on oil and how U.S.-Israel cooperation can change the equation.  
Room 140AB 

 
Mr. Michael Granoff 
Head of Oil Independence Policies, Project Better Place  
The Honorable John Mizroch 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, 
United States Department of Energy  
Mr. Bini Zomer 
Deputy Director for Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
 
 



• “Credit Crunch: Cutting the Money Cripple Iran?” 
Could a financial full court press by America and the world be enough to block Iran's 
nuclear aspirations? 
Room 207A 

 
The Honorable Ted Deutch (D-FL) 
Florida State Senator  
Dr. Matthew Levitt 
Director, Stein Program on Terrorism, Intelligence and Policy, The Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy  
The Honorable Brad Sherman (D-CA) 
Member, Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East and Central Asia, United 
States House of Representatives  

 
 

• “Double Trouble: The Hamas-Hizballah Connection”  
Sunni Hamas and Shiite Hizballah may have their differences, but they share terror 
tactics, Iran's patronage and the goal of destroying Israel. How deep do their ties run and 
what can be done to stop them? 
Room 150AB 

 
Mr. Avi Jorisch 
Executive Director, Illicit Finance Group  
Ms. Leah Odinec 
Assistant Director of Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  
Mr. Bret Stephens 
Foreign Affairs Columnist and Editorial Board Member, The Wall Street Journal  

 
 

• “Global Players: The Impact of Russia, China and Europe on American Foreign 
Policy” At the U.N. and around the world, these countries are both helping and hindering 
U.S. goals. How will these key nations influence U.S. Middle East policy in the years to 
come? 
Room 202B 

 
Dr. Jonathan Adelman 
Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, University of Denver  
Dr. Ariel Cohen 
Senior Research Fellow, The Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Institute for International 
Studies, The Heritage Foundation  
Mr. Stephen Rademaker 
Former Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Control, United States Department of State  

 
• “Inside Islam: Can the West Overcome the Extremists and Reach Moderate 

Muslims?” Examine the origins and divisions within radical Islam. What can be done to 
nurture ties with Muslims who are willing to coexist with the western world? 
Room 207B

  
Mr. Daniel Benjamin 
Director, Center on the United States and Europe, Brookings Institute  
Dr. Martin Kramer 
Wexner-Frommer Fellow, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Adelson 
Institute for Strategic Studies, Shalem Center  
Dr. Walid Phares 
Senior Fellow, Foundation for Defense of Democracies  

 



• “Israel’s Northern Neighbors: Syria, Lebanon and Their Evolving Role in the Middle 
East” 
A panel of top experts assess where Syria is heading and discuss why the struggle for 
Lebanon could have far-reaching consequences throughout the Middle East. 
Room 146A 

  
Mr. Tony Badran 
Research Fellow, Levant, Foundation for Defense of Democracies  
The Honorable Eliot Engel (D-NY) 
Member, Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East and Central Asia, United 
States House of Representatives  
Mr. David Schenker 
Director, Program on Arab Politics, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy  

 
 

• “Prospects for Peace: Can the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict be Solved?” 
Are the Israelis and Palestinians tantalizingly close to a peace agreement or further from 
it than ever? 
Room 202A 

 
Dr. Tal Becker 
Policy Advisor to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel  
Mr. David Makovsky 
Director, Project on the Middle East Peace Process, The Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy  
Dr. Kenneth Stein 
Director, Institute for the Study of Modern Israel;, Emory University  

 
 

• “Saudi Arabia's Identity Crisis” 
American ally, producer of September 11 hijackers, top exporter of radical Islam. Will the 
real Saudi Arabia please stand up? 
Room 151AB 

 
Dr. Joshua Teitelbaum 
Senior Fellow, Moshe Dayan Center for Middle East Studies, Tel Aviv University, Visiting 
Associate Professor, Stanford University  
Ambassador Edward Walker, Jr. 
Adjunct Scholar, Middle East Institute; Christian A. Johnson Distinguished Professor in 
Global and Political Theory, Hamilton University  
 

• “Shifting Sands: The Changing Landscape of Today's Middle East” 
From the Mediterranean shores of the Maghreb to the caverns of the Caucasus, new 
players are shaping today's greater Middle East. Three of America’s most renowned 
foreign policy experts delve into the issues that are reshaping the contours of the Arab 
and Muslim worlds. 
Room 147AB 

 
Ambassador Marc Ginsberg 
Former Ambassador to Morocco,  
Ms. Danielle Pletka 
Vice President, Defense and Policy Studies, American Enterprise Institute  
Dr. Robert Satloff 
Executive Director, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy  

 
 



• “Terror in Our Backyard: The Reach of Radicals Operating in America” 
Open societies are proving to be increasingly fertile grounds for terrorist groups. How 
extensive is the U.S.-based terrorist network and how are these groups exploiting our 
freedoms to advance their destructive agendas? 
Room 145AB 

 
Mr. Steven Emerson 
Director, The Investigative Project  
Mr. Jonathan Schanzer 
Director of Policy, Jewish Policy Forum  

 
 

• “War in the Skies: America and Israel's Efforts to Build a Missile Defense” 
As the range of ballistic missiles extends, U.S.-Israeli cooperation on a shield has grown 
more intense - and essential. What has already been accomplished and what must be 
done in order to keep both countries safe? 
Room 206 

 
The Honorable Trent Franks (R-AZ) 
Member, Armed Forces Subcommittee on Strategic Forces, United States House of 
Representatives  
Mr. Aryeh Herzog 
Head of Israel's Missile Defense Program  
Mr. Jeff Kuhnreich 
Deputy Director, Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
 

• “What Does Iran Really Want?” 
A nuclear-hungry Iran is expanding its support for terrorist groups and making clear its 
ambitions to lead the Muslim world. How dangerous is Iran and what can we do about it? 
Room 152AB 

 
Mr. Ilan Berman 
Vice President for Policy, American Foreign Policy Council  
Dr. Patrick Clawson 
Deputy Director for Research, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy  
Ms. Sima Shine 
Former Head of Research Division, Prime Minister's Office, Israel  

 
 
 

• “Who's the Boss? The Future of Palestinian Leadership” 
Hamas holds Gaza and Palestinian infighting is raging. What are the prospects for a 
stable, peaceful Palestinian government? 
Room 146C 

 
Mr. Avi Issacharoff 
Middle East Correspondent, Ha'aretz  
Dr. Khalil Shikaki 
Director, Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research  
The Honorable Ephraim Sneh 
Former Deputy Defense Minister, Member of Knesset, Labor, Israel  

 
 
 



BREAKOUT SESSIONS TRACK II – Monday, June 2nd

1:30pm - 2:45pm   
(The following occur simultaneously in various rooms. Please choose one. PLEASE 
NOTE, sessions and topics repeat from Track I) 
 
 

• “Breaking the Habit: Can U.S.-Israel Cooperation Reduce Our Oil Dependence?”  
A panel of leading experts discusses the security risks posed by America's dependence 
on oil and how U.S.-Israel cooperation can change the equation.  
Room 140AB 

 
Mr. Michael Granoff 
Head of Oil Independence Policies, Project Better Place  
The Honorable John Mizroch 
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy, 
United States Department of Energy  
Mr. Bini Zomer 
Deputy Director for Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
 

• “Credit Crunch: Cutting the Money Cripple Iran?” 
Could a financial full court press by America and the world be enough to block Iran's 
nuclear aspirations? 
Room 207A 

 
The Honorable Ted Deutch (D-FL) 
Florida State Senator  
Dr. Matthew Levitt 
Director, Stein Program on Terrorism, Intelligence and Policy, The Washington Institute 
for Near East Policy  
The Honorable Brad Sherman (D-CA) 
Member, Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East and Central Asia, United 
States House of Representatives  

 
 

• “Double Trouble: The Hamas-Hizballah Connection” Sunni Hamas and Shiite 
Hizballah may have their differences, but they share terror tactics, Iran's patronage and 
the goal of destroying Israel. How deep do their ties run and what can be done to stop 
them? 
Room 150AB 

 
Mr. Avi Jorisch 
Executive Director, Illicit Finance Group  
Ms. Leah Odinec 
Assistant Director of Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  
Mr. Bret Stephens 
Foreign Affairs Columnist and Editorial Board Member, The Wall Street Journal  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



• “Global Players: The Impact of Russia, China and Europe on American Foreign 
Policy”  
At the U.N. and around the world, these countries are both helping and hindering U.S. 
goals. How will these key nations influence U.S. Middle East policy in the years to come? 
Room 202B 

 
Dr. Jonathan Adelman 
Professor, Graduate School of International Studies, University of Denver  
Dr. Ariel Cohen 
Senior Research Fellow, The Kathryn and Shelby Cullom Davis Institute for International 
Studies, The Heritage Foundation  
Mr. Stephen Rademaker 
Former Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Control, United States Department of State  

 
 

• “Inside Islam: Can the West Overcome the Extremists and Reach Moderate 
Muslims?”  
Examine the origins and divisions within radical Islam. What can be done to nurture ties 
with Muslims who are willing to coexist with the western world? 
Room 207B

  
Mr. Daniel Benjamin 
Director, Center on the United States and Europe, Brookings Institute  
Dr. Martin Kramer 
Wexner-Frommer Fellow, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Adelson 
Institute for Strategic Studies, Shalem Center  
Dr. Walid Phares 
Senior Fellow, Foundation for Defense of Democracies  
 
 

• “Israel’s Northern Neighbors: Syria, Lebanon and Their Evolving Role in the Middle 
East” 
A panel of top experts assess where Syria is heading and discuss why the struggle for 
Lebanon could have far-reaching consequences throughout the Middle East. 
Room 146A 

 
Mr. Tony Badran 
Research Fellow, Levant, Foundation for Defense of Democracies  
The Honorable Eliot Engel (D-NY) 
Member, Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East and Central Asia, United 
States House of Representatives  
Mr. David Schenker 
Director, Program on Arab Politics, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy  

 
 
 
 



• “Prospects for Peace: Can the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict be Solved?” 
Are the Israelis and Palestinians tantalizingly close to a peace agreement or further from 
it than ever? 
Room 202A 

 
Dr. Tal Becker 
Policy Advisor to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel  
Mr. David Makovsky 
Director, Project on the Middle East Peace Process, The Washington Institute for Near 
East Policy  
Dr. Kenneth Stein 
Director, Institute for the Study of Modern Israel;, Emory University  

 
 

• “Saudi Arabia's Identity Crisis” 
American ally, producer of September 11 hijackers, top exporter of radical Islam. Will the 
real Saudi Arabia please stand up? 
Room 151AB 

 
Dr. Joshua Teitelbaum 
Senior Fellow, Moshe Dayan Center for Middle East Studies, Tel Aviv University, Visiting 
Associate Professor, Stanford University  
Ambassador Edward Walker, Jr. 
Adjunct Scholar, Middle East Institute; Christian A. Johnson Distinguished Professor in 
Global and Political Theory, Hamilton University  

 
 

• “Shifting Sands: The Changing Landscape of Today's Middle East” 
From the Mediterranean shores of the Maghreb to the caverns of the Caucasus, new 
players are shaping today's greater Middle East. Three of America’s most renowned 
foreign policy experts delve into the issues that are reshaping the contours of the Arab 
and Muslim worlds. 
Room 147AB 

 
Ambassador Marc Ginsberg 
Former Ambassador to Morocco, Vice President, APCO Worldwide  
Ms. Danielle Pletka 
Vice President, Defense and Policy Studies, American Enterprise Institute  
Dr. Robert Satloff 
Executive Director, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy  

 
 

• “Terror in Our Backyard: The Reach of Radicals Operating in America” 
Open societies are proving to be increasingly fertile grounds for terrorist groups. How 
extensive is the U.S.-based terrorist network and how are these groups exploiting our 
freedoms to advance their destructive agendas? 
Room 145AB 
Mr. Steven Emerson 
Director, The Investigative Project  
Mr. Jonathan Schanzer 
Director of Policy, Jewish Policy Forum  

 
 



• “War in the Skies: America and Israel's Efforts to Build a Missile Defense” 
As the range of ballistic missiles extends, U.S.-Israeli cooperation on a shield has grown 
more intense - and essential. What has already been accomplished and what must be 
done in order to keep both countries safe? 
Room 206 

 
The Honorable Trent Franks (R-AZ) 
Member, Armed Forces Subcommittee on Strategic Forces, United States House of 
Representatives  
Mr. Aryeh Herzog 
Head of Israel's Missile Defense Program  
Mr. Jeff Kuhnreich 
Deputy Director,Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
 

• “What Does Iran Really Want?” 
A nuclear-hungry Iran is expanding its support for terrorist groups and making clear its 
ambitions to lead the Muslim world. How dangerous is Iran and what can we do about it? 
Room 152AB 

 
Mr. Ilan Berman 
Vice President for Policy, American Foreign Policy Council  
Dr. Patrick Clawson 
Deputy Director for Research, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy  
Ms. Sima Shine 
Former Head of Research Division, Prime Minister's Office, Israel  

 
 

• “Who's the Boss? The Future of Palestinian Leadership” 
Hamas holds Gaza and Palestinian infighting is raging. What are the prospects for a 
stable, peaceful Palestinian government? 
Room 146C 

 
Mr. Avi Issacharoff 
Middle East Correspondent, Ha'aretz  
Dr. Khalil Shikaki 
Director, Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research  
The Honorable Ephraim Sneh 
Former Deputy Defense Minister, Member of Knesset, Labor, Israel  

 
 
 



BREAKOUT SESSIONS TRACK III – Monday, June 2nd  
3:15pm - 4:30pm   
(The following occur simultaneously in various rooms. Please choose one.) 
 

• “Blocking the Bomb: How Divestment Efforts Are Helping Prevent a Nuclear Iran” 
Across the country, local and state-level efforts are underway to divest from Iran. Learn 
how this grassroots movement is helping starve Iran's nuclear program of much-needed 
cash. 
Room 207B 

 
The Honorable Ted Deutch (D-FL) 
Florida State Senator  
The Honorable Thomas DiNapoli* 
Comptroller, State of New York  
Ambassador Brad Gordon 
Director, Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
 

• “Making the Case for Israel” 
Delegates will learn about how to make the case for Israel and the U.S.-Israel 
relationship from two leading members of Congress. 
Room 147AB 

  
The Honorable Shelley Berkley (D-NV) 
Member, Ways and Means Committee, United States House of Representatives  
The Honorable Eric Cantor (R-VA) 
Member, Ways and Means Committee, United States House of Representatives  
 
 

• “The Presidential Situation Room: How Candidates Develop Their Foreign Policy” 
Join elite foreign policy experts as they go behind the scenes and explore the processes 
and personalities that help shape the policies of our top political leaders. 
Room 201 

 
Moderator:  

 
Mr. Dan Senor 
Adjunct Senior Fellow for Middle East Studies, Council on Foreign Relations  

 
Panelists : 

 
Ambassador Marc Ginsberg 
Former Ambassador to Morocco 
Mr. William Kristol 
Editor, The Weekly Standard, Columnist, The New York Times  

 



• “Uniting Issue: Why Israel Enjoys Bipartisan Support on Capitol Hill” 
Two leading members of Congress from opposite ends of the political spectrum explore 
why Israel brings Democrats and Republicans together. 
Room 150AB 

 
Moderator:  

 
Ms. Ester Kurz 
Director of Legislative Strategy and Policy, AIPAC  

 
Panelists: 

 
The Honorable Mike Pence (R-IN) 
Ranking Member, Foreign Affairs Subcommittee on the Middle East and Central Asia, 
United States House of Representatives  
The Honorable Linda Sanchez (D-CA)* 
Member, Foreign Affairs Committee, United States House of Representatives  

 
 
 
MONDAY DINNER PLENARY 
6:30pm – 9:30pm 
Halls D/E 
 
Special Address: 

Mr. David Victor 
President, AIPAC  

 
Panelists: 
  

Professor Ruth Gavison 
Haim H. Cohn Professor of Human Rights Law, Hebrew University  
Dr. Michael Oren 
Senior Fellow, Shalem Center  
Mr. Natan Sharansky 
Chairman, Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies, Shalem Center  
Mr. Leon Wieseltier 
Literary Editor, The New Republic  

 
Moderator:  

 
Mr. David Horovitz 
Editor-in-Chief, The Jerusalem Post  



TUESDAY JUNE 3ND, 2008 
 
MORNING PLENARY 
10:00am – 12:00pm
Halls D/E 
 
Special Addresses: 
  

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice 
Secretary of State, United States Department of State 

 
The Honorable Mitch McConnell (R-KY) 
Republican Leader, United States Senate  

 
Featuring: 
  

Mr. Howard Kohr 
Executive Director, AIPAC  

 
 
BREAKOUT SESSIONS TRACK IV - Tuesday, June 3  
1:30pm - 2:45pm   
(The following occur simultaneously in various rooms. Please choose one. Also, 
PLEASE NOTE, many of these session and topics repeat during Track V) 
 

• “Economic Security: Israel's Other Defense Line” 
Israel is a small dynamo at the forefront of the global economy. Examine how economic 
success has enabled Israel to thrive, and how critical it will be to ensuring its long-term 
security. 
Room 207A 

 
Mr. Ron Dermer 
Minister of Economic Affairs, Embassy of Israel  
Ms. Leslie Mirchin 
Director of Policy and Research, Jerusalem Office, AIPAC  
Mr. Steven Schoenfeld 
Chief Investment Strategist, Northern Trust Global Investments  

 
 

• “Guarding the Home Front: How America and Israel are Working Together to Keep 
us Safe”  
Senior officials from three different levels of the U.S. Government - each charged with the 
responsibility to protect the United States - assess America’s preparedness to deal with 
terrorist threats and explore how America and Israel are cooperating to protect their 
citizens. 
Room 147B 

 
Mr. Matthew Bettenhausen 
Director, California Governor's Homeland Security Office  
Sheriff Michael Brown 
Sheriff, Bedford County, Virginia  
The Honorable Chris Shays (R-CT) 
Member, Homeland Security Committee, United States House of Representatives  

 
 



 
 
 

• “Israel: Incubator of Innovation” 
Your computer, your cellphone, almost every piece of technology you own has a piece of 
Israeli innovation in it. Learn how far the Jewish State has come from making the desert 
bloom. 
Room 147A 

 
Mr. Jonathan Medved 
Founder and CEO, Vringo, Inc.  
Mr. Larry Weinberg 
Executive Vice President, Israel 21c  

 
 

• Israel: Repairing the World 
Israel can be found on the farms of China, the hospitals of Africa and in the parliaments 
of new democracies around the world. Learn how Israel is sharing what it learned from its 
own development with nations around the world. 
Room 145AB 

 
Ambassador Haim Divon 
Deputy Director General, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Head of Mashav Center for 
International Cooperation  
Dr. Gerald Nkwocha 
Department of Obstetrics/Gynecology, Federal Medical Center, Umahia, Abia State, 
Nigeria  
 
 

• “Israel Today: Acceptance, Rejection or Ambivalence?” 
Since its founding in 1948, the Jewish State's very legitimacy has been constantly called 
into question. Explore the causes and consequences of how the world sees Israel. 
Room 201 

 
Mr. David Hatchwell 
President, Excem Group, Spain  
Dr. Gregg Rickman, Ph.D. 
Special Envoy to Monitor Anti-Semitism, United States Department of State  
Mr. Daniel Taub 
Deputy Legal Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel  

 
 

• “Keeping Israel Strong: What Will it Take?” 
Surrounded by hostile enemies, Israel has had to rely on its military to ensure its survival. 
Informed defense experts assess what the IDF needs to succeed. 
Room 202B 

  
Dr. Marvin Feuer 
Director, Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  
Mr. Amos Harel 
Military Correspondent, Ha'aretz  
The Honorable Ephraim Sneh 
Former Deputy Defense Minister, Member of Knesset, Labor, Israel  

 
 
 



 
 



• “Party Politics, Israeli Style” 
Israeli political experts from three top parties will offer candid anecdotes and first-hand 
observations about Israel's reliably dynamic scene. 
Room 207B 

 
Moderator: 

  
Ms. Wendy Senor Singer 
Director, Jerusalem Office, AIPAC  

 
Panelists: 

 
The Honorable Yohanan Plesner 
Member of Knesset, Kadima  
The Honorable Yuval Steinitz 
Member of Knesset, Likud  
Ms. Einat Wilf 
Former Policy Advisor to Shimon Peres, Labor  

 
 

• “Passage to India: Israel and America's Growing Relations with the Subcontinent” 
India maintains strong ties to the U.S. and does $3 billion in annual trade with Israel. 
What does the future hold for the three allies who share a commitment to democracy, 
vital strategic interests and long term economic goals? 
Room 206 

 
Moderator:  

 
Mr. Jeffrey Colman 
Deputy Director of Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
Panelists : 

 
Dr. Stephen Cohen 
Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies, Brookings Institute  
Ambassador Raminder Jassal 
Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India  

 
 

• “The U.S.-Israel Defense Relationship: Building a Lasting Legacy for the 21st 
Century” 
From sharing intelligence to counterterrorism tactics, the U.S.-Israel relationship is vital. 
Delve deeply into the ways the two allies are working in unison to protect their citizens. 
Room 202A 

 
Lt. Col. William Cowan 
Terrorism Analyst, FOX News  
The Honorable Mark Kirk (R-IL) 
Member, Appropriations Committee, United States House of Representatives  
Mr. Jeff Kuhnreich 
Deputy Director, Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
 
 
 



BREAKOUT SESSIONS TRACK V – Tuesday, June 3rd 
3:15pm - 4:30pm   
(The following occur simultaneously in various rooms. Please choose one.  PLEASE 
NOTE, sessions and topics repeat from Track IV) 
 

• “Economic Security: Israel's Other Defense Line” 
Israel is a small dynamo at the forefront of the global economy. Examine how economic 
success has enabled Israel to thrive, and how critical it will be to ensuring its long-term 
security. 
Room 207A 

 
Mr. Ron Dermer 
Minister of Economic Affairs, Embassy of Israel  
Ms. Leslie Mirchin 
Director of Policy and Research, Jerusalem Office, AIPAC  
Mr. Steven Schoenfeld 
Chief Investment Strategist, Northern Trust Global Investments  
 
 

• “Guarding the Home Front: How America and Israel are Working Together to Keep 
us Safe” 
Senior officials from three different levels of the U.S. Government - each charged with the 
responsibility to protect the United States - assess America’s preparedness to deal with 
terrorist threats and explore how America and Israel are cooperating to protect their 
citizens. 
Room 147B 

 
Mr. Matthew Bettenhausen 
Director, California Governor's Homeland Security Office  
Sheriff Michael Brown 
Sheriff, Bedford County, Virginia  
The Honorable Chris Shays (R-CT) 
Member, Homeland Security Committee, United States House of Representatives  

 
 
• “Israel: Incubator of Innovation” 

Your computer, your cellphone, almost every piece of technology you own has a piece of 
Israeli innovation in it. Learn how far the Jewish State has come from making the desert 
bloom. 
Room 147A 

 
Mr. Jonathan Medved 
Founder and CEO, Vringo, Inc.  
Mr. Larry Weinberg 
Executive Vice President, Israel 21c  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
• Israel: Repairing the World 

Israel can be found on the farms of China, the hospitals of Africa and in the parliaments 
of new democracies around the world. Learn how Israel is sharing what it learned from its 
own development with nations around the world. 
Room 145AB 

 
Ambassador Haim Divon 
Deputy Director General, Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Head of Mashav Center for 
International Cooperation  
Dr. Gerald Nkwocha 
Department of Obstetrics/Gynecology, Federal Medical Center, Umahia, Abia State, 
Nigeria  
 
 

• “Israel Today: Acceptance, Rejection or Ambivalence?” 
Since its founding in 1948, the Jewish State's very legitimacy has been constantly called 
into question. Explore the causes and consequences of how the world sees Israel. 
Room 201 

 
Mr. David Hatchwell 
President, Excem Group, Spain  
Dr. Gregg Rickman, Ph.D. 
Special Envoy to Monitor Anti-Semitism, United States Department of State  
Mr. Daniel Taub 
Deputy Legal Advisor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Israel  

 
 

• “Keeping Israel Strong: What Will it Take?” 
Surrounded by hostile enemies, Israel has had to rely on its military to ensure its survival. 
Informed defense experts assess what the IDF needs to succeed. 
Room 202B 

  
Dr. Marvin Feuer 
Director, Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  
Mr. Amos Harel 
Military Correspondent, Ha'aretz  
The Honorable Ephraim Sneh 
Former Deputy Defense Minister, Member of Knesset, Labor, Israel  

 
 



• “Party Politics, Israeli Style” 
Israeli political experts from three top parties will offer candid anecdotes and first-hand 
observations about Israel's reliably dynamic scene. 
Room 207B 

 
Moderator: 

  
Ms. Wendy Senor Singer 
Director, Jerusalem Office, AIPAC  

 
Panelists: 

 
The Honorable Yohanan Plesner 
Member of Knesset, Kadima  
The Honorable Yuval Steinitz 
Member of Knesset, Likud  
Ms. Einat Wilf 
Former Policy Advisor to Shimon Peres, Labor  

 
 

• “Passage to India: Israel and America's Growing Relations with the Subcontinent” 
India maintains strong ties to the U.S. and does $3 billion in annual trade with Israel. 
What does the future hold for the three allies who share a commitment to democracy, 
vital strategic interests and long term economic goals? 
Room 206 

 
Moderator:  

 
Mr. Jeffrey Colman 
Deputy Director of Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
Panelists : 

 
Dr. Stephen Cohen 
Senior Fellow, Foreign Policy Studies, Brookings Institute  
Ambassador Raminder Jassal 
Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India  

 
 

• “The U.S.-Israel Defense Relationship: Building a Lasting Legacy for the 21st 
Century” 
From sharing intelligence to counterterrorism tactics, the U.S.-Israel relationship is vital. 
Delve deeply into the ways the two allies are working in unison to protect their citizens. 
Room 202A 

 
Lt. Col. William Cowan 
Terrorism Analyst, FOX News  
The Honorable Mark Kirk (R-IL) 
Member, Appropriations Committee, United States House of Representatives  
Mr. Jeff Kuhnreich 
Deputy Director of Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC  

 
 



GALA BANQUET 
6:30pm – 10:00pm 
Halls D/E  
 
Special Address: 
 

The Honorable Ehud Olmert 
Prime Minister, Israel  

 
Greetings: 
 

Mr. James Tisch 
Former Chairman, Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations  

 
Honored Guest: 
 

Ms. Chen Abrahams 
Resident, Sderot 

 
 
 
 
WEDNESDAY JUNE 4TH, 2008 
 
MORNING PLENARY 
8:45am – 10:45am 
Halls D/E 
 
Special Address: 
  

The Honorable Hillary Clinton (D-NY) 
Democratic Presidential Candidate  
The Honorable Barack Obama (D-IL) 
Democratic Presidential Candidate  

 
Featuring: 
  

The Honorable John Boehner (R-OH) 
Republican Leader, United States House of Representatives  
The Honorable Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 
Speaker of the House, United States House of Representatives  
The Honorable Harry Reid (D-NV) 
Majority Leader, United States Senate 

 
### 


