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Congress Takes Steps to Provide Strong Backing for U.S. 

Diplomacy Amid Iran’s Stalling  
Iran’s latest efforts to stall negotiations by refusing to agree to the international offer to 
process its low-enriched uranium (LEU) add to already serious doubts about Iran’s intentions. 
Given Iran’s refusal to accept this offer or to meet its legal obligations to suspend uranium 
enrichment, the world needs to step up pressure on Tehran. Congress this week began 
advancing legislation to authorize crippling sanctions on Iran if diplomacy alone cannot 
change Iran’s behavior.  

Iran’s haggling over the international offer to provide enriched uranium for 
medical purposes raises serious questions about its intentions.   
• Iran’s failure to meet an Oct. 23 deadline to 

accept an International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) proposal, backed by the United States, 
France and Russia, to process a portion of Iran’s 
LEU outside the country is part of a long pattern 
of Iranian delaying tactics. 

• As with past talks, Iran did not reject the 
agreement, but offered its own proposal in an 
effort to stretch out the negotiations.  Iran is now 
offering to send only a small portion of its LEU 
out of the country, thus maintaining the 
possibility that Iran can use its existing 
stockpile to produce a nuclear bomb.  

Iran is dragging out nuclear talks as it continues 
its illicit enrichment of uranium.  

• Iran is now using the negotiations over this lesser matter as a way to once again distract from the 
main requirement of the international community—the long-overdue suspension of its enrichment 
of uranium, which is mandated by five U.N. Security Council resolutions.  

• President Obama said the United States will not continue talking with Tehran if it follows its long 
history of deception and stalling, saying, “If Iran does not take steps in the near future to live up to 
its obligations, then the United States will not continue to negotiate indefinitely, and we are 
prepared to move towards increased pressure.” 

Iran continues to advance its nuclear weapons program as it seeks to 
draw out negotiations.  
• With attention focused on the more narrow issue of the transfer of Iran’s LEU to Russia and 

France, Iran has continued to advance its nuclear program as it has repeatedly done during past 
talks with the international community.  

• Iranian centrifuges continue to operate at the Natanz enrichment facility and construction of the 
Arak heavy water reactor is ongoing. Iranian Foreign Minister Manouchehr Mottaki said while Iran 
might agree to the LEU proposal, it will continue to enrich its own uranium. 



• If Iran is allowed to continue enriching uranium domestically it could replace its current stockpile 
of LEU in under 10 months using its declared enrichment facility in Natanz.  If Iran has 
undisclosed nuclear facilities, beyond the recently revealed secret site at a military base near Qom, 
this timeline could be significantly shortened.  

• According to a confidential IAEA analysis reported by the New York Times, the agency believes 
that Iran’s nuclear program, run by Iran’s Ministry of Defense, has sought to develop a “nuclear 
payload to be delivered using the Shahab-3 missile system,” Iran’s medium-range missile, which 
can strike the Middle East and parts of Europe.  

• The report also indicates that Iran has worked to adapt the Shahab-3 warhead to fit the core of a 
nuclear bomb and has worked on triggering mechanisms to detonate the bomb.  

• In addition to its nuclear work, Tehran has made major advances in its medium-range ballistic 
missile technology. In the days leading up to the Oct. 1 meeting with the P5+1, Iran test-fired a 
series of missiles, the most advanced of which represents a technological leap in Iran’s ability to 
target U.S. military bases in the region, European allies and Israel.   

With Iran stalling, Congress is moving forward with tough, bipartisan 
sanctions legislation to pressure Tehran to end its illicit behavior.  
• The House Foreign Affairs Committee passed the Iran Refined Petroleum Sanctions Act 

(IRPSA)—cosponsored by more than 75 percent of both houses of Congress—on Oct. 28, while 
the Senate Banking Committee passed the Comprehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability and 
Divestment Act on Oct. 29 by a vote of 23 to 0.  

• Both bills authorize severe sanctions against companies providing refined petroleum to Iran, 
facilitating its delivery or helping Iran to develop its own domestic refining capacity. 

• The legislation passed by the Banking Committee, introduced by Committee Chairman Christopher 
Dodd (D-CT) and Ranking Member Richard Shelby (R-AL), includes key elements of IRPSA and 
of the Iran Sanctions Enabling Act (ISEA), which authorizes state divestment efforts and provides 
a safe harbor for asset managers.  The House of Representatives earlier in October overwhelmingly 
passed ISEA by a vote of 414 to 6. 

• Chairman Howard Berman (D-CA) of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, who introduced 
IRPSA with Ranking Member Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), said during the markup of the bill that 
the “Iranian government should know that the U.S. Congress remains intently focused on this 
issue, and that there will be severe consequences down the road should it refuse to suspend its 
nuclear program.” 

• Ros-Lehtinen said during the markup that the bill is an important way to pressure Iran by 
“targeting a new vulnerability—namely, Iran’s inability to produce sufficient gasoline and other 
refined petroleum products.” 

• Dodd, during his committee’s markup, said that the legislation sends “a clear signal to Iran’s 
leaders that, if they continue to defy the will of the international community, our nation is prepared 
to confront them.” 

• Shelby said the legislation represents “far-reaching, but responsible steps to enhance the Iran 
sanctions regime” and “makes a clear statement that it is no longer acceptable for Iran to draw the 
United States and its allies into unending negotiations while continuing illicit uranium enrichment 
activities.”   

251 H Street, NW Tel 202-639-5200 
Washington, DC 20001 Fax 202-639-0630 www.aipac.org 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


